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BALKANS BLUE ECONOMY SUMMIT

Program of Institutional Conferences

Marina Orikum, Vlora (Albania) — October 16-18, 2026

The Summit will be hosted within the framework of the Balkans Sea Fair, the sole boat show/expo in Albania. The

organizing body grants conference spaces and technical facilities free of charge to entities and speakers, aiming to foster

direct engagement between international stakeholders (primarily Italy) and the emerging Albanian maritime sector. 

DAY 1 — Friday, October 16, 2026 | 2:30 PM – 6:00 PM

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE: "THE FUTURE ROLE OF ALBANIA IN THE

MEDITERRANEAN MARINA MARKET"

PROMOTED BY ASSOMARINAS (ITALIAN NAUTICAL PORTS ASSOCIATION)

The  opening  day  will  focus  entirely  on  a  strategic  analysis  of  nautical  infrastructure  development  in  Albania,

benchmarking Italian and European expertise against the major investments currently underway along the Albanian

coast.  The  session  will  actively  engage key  local  nautical  and  maritime hubs:  Porto  Romano (Durrës),  Marina

Orikum, and Marina Limion, the Durrës Port Authority, the Vlora Port Authority, as well as the municipalities of Lezha

and Shkodra, which are currently evaluating the development of several new marinas. 

Moderator: Roberto Perocchio (President of Assomarinas)

Opening Remarks & Adriatic Nautical Scenarios:

Discussion guidelines and key speakers: Roberto Perocchio (President of Assomarinas) and John White (Icomia

Marinas Group Chairman – TYHA / The Yacht Harbour Association). 

Key Panel Topics & Speakers:

Network  Models  in  the  Mediterranean: Discussion  table  among  national  nautical  associations,  featuring

interventions by Renata Marević (Croatian Marina Association), Stavros Katsikadis (Greek Marina Association /

Lamda Development), and José Luis Fayos (ANEN – Spanish Marine Industry Association). 

Green Transition & Innovation in Port Services:

New sustainability trends applied to marinas: Udo Kleinitz (Amorim).

Evolution of service equipment and facilities: Andrea Cuoghi (Ascom).

Opportunities of electric boating and fast-charging infrastructure in tourist ports: Bolpagni (Aqua SuperPower).

DAY 2 — Saturday, October 17, 2026 | 2:30 PM – 6:00 PM

INSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE: "CORRIDOR VIII, INTERMODALITY, AND BLUE ECONOMY:

NEW CONNECTIONS BETWEEN ITALY, ALBANIA, AND THE BALKANS"

UNDER THE PATRONAGE & PROMOTION OF: THE INTERNATIONAL PROPELLER CLUBS – PORT OF ROME

This conference serves as a high-level geopolitical and logistical roundtable designed to analyze the role of Corridor

VIII as a strategic European axis for freight, transport, and infrastructure connecting the Adriatic, the Balkans, and the

Black Sea, while highlighting bilateral industrial cooperation. 

Structure of Works & Thematic Panels:

• 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

◦ 
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Institutional  Greetings: Italian  and  Albanian  Government  Authorities,  Balkans  Sea  Fair  Executive  Board,  and

Donato Caiulo (President of The International Propeller Clubs – Port of Rome).

Keynote Session – The Future of Euro-Balkan Logistics: Gianfranco De Angelis (Secretary General of UIR –

Unione Interporti Riuniti).

Panel 1 – Infrastructure, Energy, and Strategic Connections: Analysis of digital networks and energy

development in the Albanian territory (Interventions by Antonino Fischetti, Representative of Energy Circle, and 

Alessandro Panaro with SRM data on Corridor VIII logistics flows). 

Panel 2 – Sea, Security, Space, and New Strategic Depths: Focus on technological and industrial collaborations

related to maritime security and the Pashaliman area (Intervention by Lorenzo Galluccio / Leonardo). 

Panel 3 – Sustainability, Design, and Future Shipbuilding: Excellence in high-end yachting and Mediterranean

design innovation (Interventions by Barbara Amerio and Antonio Luxardo). 

Panel 4 – New Mediterranean Economies: Focus on investment attractiveness in the Balkans and maritime

cluster networks (Intervention by Vera Moretti, Open Economics). 

Panel 5 – Special Keynote | Recovery and Enhancement of Land and Water: Speaker: Arch. Tommaso

Tommasi (Advisor to the Italian Ministry of Enterprises and Made in Italy). 

Concluding Round Table: "Italy and Albania: Building Together the New Mediterranean Maritime Ecosystem."

Open session with planned involvement of major local developers and industrial/real estate groups (including

Kastrati, Balfin, Concord groups, and other regional investors). 

DAY 3 — Sunday, October 18, 2026 | 2:30 PM – 6:00 PM

TRANS-ADRIATIC COOPERATION ROUNDTABLE: "HUMAN CAPITAL, RESEARCH, AND NEW

SKILLS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MARITIME SECTOR"

IN COOPERATION WITH PORT AUTHORITIES, CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE, AND THE BALKAN UNIVERSITY

SYSTEM

The  final  day  brings  together  advanced  education,  the  development  of  young  talent,  and  gender  inclusion  as

foundational pillars for the growth of the Blue Economy in the Adriatic region. 

Scientific & Cultural Modules:

Module A – The Knowledge Bridge: Universities and Enterprises for Maritime Professions

Institutional Focus: High-level academic session led by the University of Durrës (lead university for the

Universities of Vlora and Montenegro) in strategic synergy with CEMA (Qendra e Ekselencës për Çështjet Detare

/ Center of Excellence for Maritime Affairs), an institution of excellence promoted by the Durrës Port Authority. 

Objective: To present cooperation programs between Balkan universities and the Italian nautical business

framework. The debate centers on creating qualified "Blue Careers," technology transfer, and joint educational

pathways to retain young talent in the region and structure managerial expertise for new tourist marinas. 

Module B – "Women at the Helm": Female Leadership in the Maritime Sector

Objective: An international round table focused on entrepreneurship, scientific research, and female leadership

across yachting, shipbuilding, and port institutions. The panel will compare best practices from female managers

and institutions in Italy and the Balkans, defining new cultural and economic synergies. 

ORGANIZATIONAL SPECIFICATIONS OF THE SUMMIT:

Official Languages: Albanian, Italian, and English with simultaneous video translation services.

Access Mode: Completely free of charge and open for the conference section to students, authorities, industry operators, and

the general public, subject to registration.
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Location and Date: Pistoia, 07/28/2026 

Signature:

Monica Panozzo

BSF CONSULTING SH.P.K.

NIPT/CPTA: M52230505R

info@bsfalbania.com • DURRËS (AL)
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